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Representation of Nuclear Power:

Japanese and American Films of Godzilla
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Abstract

(Received October 31, 2025)

This paper examines the figure of Godzilla in Japan and America. Focusing particularly on

nuclear themes, the paper will analyze several Godzilla entries, from Godzilla (1954) to Godzilla
Minus One (2023). The 1954 Godzilla portrayed a monster born from a hydrogen bomb
experiment, taking Japanese postwar trauma, fear of nuclear weapons, and Cold War anxiety as
its themes. Stories focused specifically on battles with the monster eventually came to the fore,
making Godzilla a more ambiguous figure. However, following the 2011 Fukushima Disaster, the
antinuclear sentiment also became more prominent, starting with Skhin Godzilla (2016).
Meanwhile, American Godzillas have emphasized the monster’s raw entertainment value,
weakening the themes of nuclear anxiety. This paper explores how Godzilla has been historically
transformed and embraced in Japan and America and reconsiders how the countries’ differing

postwar values have influenced the monster’s characterization.
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