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Abstract

Lies may be deemed as undesirable in any complex situation. Thus, theatre audiences may not be
able to understand the act of lying in a drama. The Broadway musical drama, Dear Evan Hansen
(2016) is themed on a small lie that leads to lies that are unfortunately published on social media. This
paper aims to examine the audience reception of Dear Evan Hansen by gauging their responses to
the lie told by the teenager, Evan Hansen in the film version (2021). Initially, we examine differences
between the stage and the film version, indicating certain contradictions in the film’s mise-en-scéne
based on the director’s interpretation of Evan as ‘a very lonely sympathetic kid. Subsequently, we
scrutinise the voices of university students majoring in technology and engineering to discuss whether
the film's audiences empathetically interpret Evan's lie despite such contradictions.

Key Words: Response to a Lie, Musical, Audience Reception, Theatre Education for Engineers,
Minority with Social Anxiety Disorder
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