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On the motifs that express Group Form in Fumihiko Maki’s architectural works
For “YKK Guest House” and “Spiral”
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Abstract

The architect Fumihiko Maki is one of the proponents of Metabolism, and has been pursuing
the concept of group formation through his architectural works and discourses. In his works,
we can find abstract motifs such as “volume” and “cross”, as well as cones, staircases, Maki’s
idea of “OKU”, and many other elements of expression. In this study, I will focus on the YKK
Guest House and the Spiral to demonstrate how the motifs found in Maki’s architectural works
function as expressions in the works in which they exist.

YKK Guest House, like the Iwasaki Art Museum and Annex, has clearer elements that develop
independently and parallelly while maintaining their form. In contrast, Spiral, while transforming
its form, is interrelated with each other, and its flatness and multilayeredness are linked to the

expression of “OKU”.
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