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A study on the underground facilities in the former Kure Naval Base
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Abstract

(Received Oct. 31, 2019)

The former Kure Naval Base has located at present site of Headquarters of Kure District, Japan

Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF). Recently, two underground facilities constructed by the

Imperial Japanese Navy are discovered at the site and investigation of the facilities’ inside started in

2017. Several historical documents and drawings were found, and it is considered that these facilities

seem to be used as a telephone exchange facility and an air defense center. In this paper, several

drawings and photos of these facilities are shown, and it is clarified that structures and history of

these bunkers. Because of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) have occupied Kure

area from 1946 to 1952 and the Australian Army was the main force of BCOF, a lot of historical

photos of Kure city are archived at the Australian War Memorial (AWM). Several photos of the

facilities are discovered in the AWM’s collection and also shown in this paper.
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