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Impression Colors as an Urban Image in Hiroshima

Akemi IMAGAWA-SATO

(Received Oct. 31, 2008)

Abstract

In my course on “Urban Planning (the 1st semester, 2007)” for sophomores and
“Landscape Engineering (the 2nd semester, 2007)” for seniors at our University, I gave
such a lecture as the history of Kyoto and changes in the city.

On this basis I then assigned the students to obtain and sample a color item typical of
Hiroshima and write a report. This required both field work and the use of reference
materials. Even students with little experience of writing reports were interested in
the topic, and I gave a model to them and to them explained how they should carry
out their investigation. After setting similar assignments for the pastsome years, I
published a paper in “Research bulletin of the Hiroshima Institute of Tech, vol.42”
based on statistical analyses of the reports submitted: “Impressive as an Urban Image
in Kyoto”. Before the fifth group carried out their assignment I showed them the
published papers, which included the names of students whose reports I cited, and
nearly all the students voluntarily submitted several reports each.

In choosing the present topic, I aimed to have the students sample Hiroshima’s color
culture for themselves, become aware of the long history behind its flavors, and come
in contact with traditions unique to Hiroshima. Of the 82 reports (96 colors) received,
most of the students chose “red” from Miyajima, carp and a war. When they think of
Hiroshima’s Red, every gradation of feeling from joy to grief and history gave the
image of color from red to Orange. Also, I have compared vermilion-scarlet in Kyoto
with red-crimson in Hiroshima. Color differs from city to city, because each city has
a long and glorious histry and changs its appearance as well as image of color with
surprising.
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