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Folk Rituals around the triangle region along the midstream of Chang Jiang River

Yasuomi MIMURA and Qianyu WANG

Abstract

(Received Oct.31,2007)

Up to now we have thought that ‘Kagura’ is a religious ritual that relates to the soothing of gods.

But the author, through investigation of ‘Kagura’ performances in the Chugoku region and close

observation of folk rituals along the Chang Jiang River in China, came to a different conclusion than

any preceding studies. He concludes that ‘Kagura’ is actually a religious ritual which is not related

to the soothing of gods, but in fact dead souls or evil spirits.
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